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Abstract: 

 

“Stem cells” are potential ly immortal cells capable of self-renewal and also 

give r ise to dif ferent iated cells. These special cel ls has evoked unparallel 

enthusiasm and hope in treating number of diseases. Most medical experts 

view stem cell  research as the new front ier in medicine, a breakthrough that 

could save mil l ions of l ives and bil l ions of sufferings of human l ife.  

 

A f ield ful l  of  such vast opportunit ies is bound to attract attent ion of large 

number of researchers and scientists’ world over. Therefore almost every 

day one or other report appears not only in the scient if ic journals but also in 

mass media. However, the therapy and research on stem cell is not free 

from ethical and medico-legal controversies that revolves around issues, 

such as: source of stem cell for therapy; consent;  potent ial use versus 

alternat ives; stem cell  as commodity;  moral and religious principles; r isks 

involved etc. This is intended to discuss al l these issues in detai l along with 

crit ical evaluat ion of draft guidel ines for its regulat ion in our country. 
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